
 

Donald O. Nelson 

STS3(SS) G 66-69 

July 14, 1943 – November 1, 2014 

Eternal Patrol Nov 1, 2014 

Qualified SS onboard 18 December 1967 

Born July 14, 1943 in Ypsilanti Michigan 

Died November 1st 2014 in WestCliffe Colorado - Cause of death "COPD" 

Parents William L. and Lucille H. Nelson 

William died August 1996.Lucille died September 2021. 

Sister Sandra "Sandy" (Nelson) Gilbert Survives 

 

Don was a sailor, a truck driver, and a general contractor/laborer. He was known for 

his love of adventure, travel, the great outdoors, and building things with his 

hands. Don had 2 daughters Kortnee (Nelson) Bagley {husband William "Bill"} born 

01/25/1975 and Sarah (Nelson) VanHaaren {husband James} born 07/01/1990; 8 

grandchildren Maureen (John) Westover, Sean Merillat, Darbi Merillat, Elijah Merillat, 

Hailey VanHaaren, James VanHaaren Jr., Kali Wiseman, Mia VanHaaren. 
 
 
 



 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 



 

 


