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REUNION CONTROL CENTER 

2020 Stimson Reunion 

October 7-11, 2020 

Hotel: Holiday Inn 

1717 Airport Exchange Blvd. 

Erlanger, KY 41018 

================================ 

Shipmates,  

     The 2020 Ships Reunion in 

Cincinnati is still on schedule for 

October 7-11 in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Please do not hesitate to make 

your reservations; we need 

those numbers for planning 

purposes. As of this writing we are up to 50 

attendees. Rest assured that any money sent in 

will be refunded if we have to cancel; this includes 

Reunion Registration Fee's and Hotel 

Registrations. The Hotel registration can be 

cancelled up to 48 hours before the event with no 

charge. We will be following the Government 

guidelines but it appears that we will be getting 

back to normal in a multi-step process. Hopefully 

we are still far enough out to hold the reunion. 

Early to mid summer we will be evaluating our 

status and you will have plenty of notice. Please 

feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Feel free to contact me if you have any reunion 

questions using the Reunion email address. //

Regards, Dick Young 

stimson655reunion2020@aol.com 

—————————————————————— 

From the Association President -  

Tom Krauser, MM1(SS) B 72-74: 

     I pray this finds everyone well and 

surviving this pandemic we are now 

experiencing.  The physical, 

emotional, and financial strain on our 

world is beyond belief. I know we are 

all worried about our loved ones. 

Most of us are ―seniors‖ already and 

may have relatives at advanced ages who we are 

concerned about. Please stay safe!!! 

     Our thoughts and prayers go out to Nick and 

Linda Nichols who lost their son (not to the virus) 

in late March. Due to travel restrictions caused by 

the virus, they were only recently able to travel to 

Atlanta to attend to his affairs. They still need to 

plan a memorial service when people can gather 

again. Plus, many more of you may be in a similar 

situation. Our thoughts and prayers go out to all of 
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you. 

     Just a few weeks ago Marie was asking me if I 

wanted a big party for my 70th birthday. People did 

not consider the fact that if a loved one died they 

would not be able to have a funeral for them. By 

now I am sure we all probably know someone 

affected by Covid-19. We had a 96th birthday party 

for Marie‘s mother where all the kids, grandkids, 

and great grandkids sang happy birthday through 

the dining room window staying 6 feet apart in the 

yard. We are really in strange times. 

     Marie and I have had three Zoom dinner 

parties with three other couples where we all 

connect at 6PM on Monday nights and eat dinner 

and have conversations while communicating 

over the computer. They were actually very 

interesting and I would recommend giving it a try. 

Using Social Media programs to keep in touch 

with our loved ones is a great thing to do. 

     Dick Young and the reunion committee have 

the 2020 reunion in Cincinnati Ohio in good shape 

and people are sending in their registrations. The 

reunion will be here before we know it! Time to 

start making plans to attend. Look for Dick‘s 

updates in the newsletters. 

     Please think about where the 2022 reunion 

could be and if you would like to explore the 

possibility of chairing it. 

     If you have any questions or concerns for the 

board, please feel free to contact us so we can 

address them. 

 —————————————————————— 

From the Association Historian/

Memorabilia Custodian - Larry 

Knutson, MMCS(SS) B 79-81 

USSVI-Charleston Base: 

         If you were on the Gold Crew 

during any portion Bob Weeks was 

the CO you completed a check-in card for him. 

The box of cards is now held by our base 

secretary. If you would like a copy of your card 

sent to you please contact our Secretary at 

655webmaster@ssbn655.org.  

—————————————————————— 

From The Editor 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Shipmates...please accept the heartfelt thanks 

from Linda and me for all of the prayers, cards 

and phone calls about the death of our son, 

Trevor. As you know, due to the COVID19 threat, 

we had been unable to go to Atlanta to settle his 

affairs. We finally felt it was safe enough to go 

over so we were there during the week of the 20 

April. 

     At this point we only waiting on people being 

able to gather again so that there can be a 

Memorial Service at our church. Hopefully that 

can occur soon. If your still praying for us then 

that‘s the focus of your prayers please. 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

COVID-19: There is no doubt that we are all tired 

of hearing that word. At this point I haven‘t had 

any shipmates or their families tell me they have 

had sickness due to the virus and that is a true 

praise. At our ages none of us needs to be trying 

to fight this thing off. Please continue to practice 

all of the safety items we‘ve been told to do, 

especially the social distancing and washing our 

hands thoroughly and often. We will get through 

this … I hope to see all of you at the Reunion in 

October. 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Sharing Pictures with Shipmates: 

     If anyone has pictures you would like to share 

with your shipmates please follow the directions in 

mailto:655webmaster@ssbn655.org
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this link and I will be glad to put them in the 

newsletter. 

Picture Upload Instructions (to Dropbox)  

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

—————————————————————— 

The Lean Submariner 

     Here‘s the latest posts on the blog. Still going 

strong. The link to his blog is  

https://theleansubmariner.com/ 

***** 

 The Mid Watch Revisited by Mister Mac - 

The Mid Watch What does it feel like to be 

alone? I am sure that many people are starting 

to feel alone with the current condition of social 

distancing. In the interest of slowing down the 

spread of the Corona Virus, whole cities are 

being asked to isolate themselves from others. 

Since close proximity seems […] Read more 

***** 

 March 31 – A tale of two sailors by Mister 

Mac - March 31 - A tale of two sailors On 

March 31, 1975, A.E. Walther, LCDR, USN, 

Executive Officer of the USS George 

Washington and Robert W. MacPherson, MM3 

(SS), USN signed the NAVPERS 1616/5 

Report of Enlisted Performance Evaluation 

sheet that would become part of the official 

permanent record for Petty Officer 

MacPherson. ―Assigned to […] Read more 

***** 

 Ask the Chief by Mister Mac - Three words 

that echo the tradition of Chief Petty Officer in 

the history of the United States Navy are "Ask 

the Chief". The Chief was the one of the first 

real authority figures that many of us knew 

when we entered the Navy. Dressed in our 

dungarees and standing at attention on the 

grinder, many […] Read more 

***** 

 SEABEE Combat Handbook Chapter 16: 

Evasion, Survival and Escape by Mister Mac 

- Chapter 16: Evasion, Survival and Escape I 

have always loved the SEABEEs. From the 

first time I saw Fighting SEABEEs with John 

Wayne until I got much older and saw some of 

their handiwork, I was always impressed with 

the Naval Construction Battalions. To be able to 

drive a bulldozer while killing the […] Read more 

***** 

 Lean on me – Boot Camp Memories from 

1972 by Mister Mac - via Lean on me - Boot 

Camp Memories from 1972 Saying goodbye to a 

Navy Veteran: Bill Withers, and the song that 

bonded a crew together in the summer of 1972: 

"Lean on me" Read more 

***** 

 No One is Laughing Now Mr. Holland by 

Mister Mac - April is submarine month in the 

United States and April 11, 1900 is traditionally 

celebrated as the day the submarine force was 

started with the purchase of the Holland 

Submarine. This year, I have spent a lot of time 

researching through the national archives for 

stories from 1900 or at least from the early part 

[…] Read more 

***** 

 The creation of a disordered mind… 

Holland‘s submarine boat by Mister Mac -The 

creation of a disordered mind Centuries of 

dreams had surrounded the desire and even the 

need to conquer the underwater world. The 

industrial age brought with it many new 

inventions and ideas that were changing the 

world. The mastery of electricity and modern 

engines were just part of the growth that 

propelled man from […] Read more 

***** 

 The greatest joy, the deepest sorrow – 

Remembering the Thresher by Mister Mac -

Originally posted on theleansubmariner:  The 

greatest joy, the deepest sorrow. As we 

approach the anniversary of the loss of the USS 

Thresher, I am once again reminded that the 

world of Submariners and their families are 

consumed with the greatest of joys and the 

deepest sorrows. The joy comes when a boat 

has completed her…Read more of this post 

***** 

 Happy Birthday Submarine Family – 120 

Years of Excellence by Mister Mac - Happy 

birthday family. It feels a little odd saying that. 

For most of the years I was an active duty 

http://ssbn655.org/Instructions%20for%20ssbn655%20pic%20uploads.PNG
https://theleansubmariner.com/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/03/30/the-mid-watch-revisited/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/03/31/march-31-a-tale-of-two-sailors/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/01/ask-the-chief/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/02/seabee-combat-handbook-chapter-16-evasion-survival-and-escape/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/03/lean-on-me-boot-camp-memories-from-1972-2/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/08/no-one-is-laughing-now-mr-holland/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/09/the-creation-of-a-disordered-mind-hollands-submarine-boat/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2019/04/09/the-greatest-joy-the-deepest-sorrow-remembering-the-thresher/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/09/the-greatest-joy-the-deepest-sorrow-remembering-the-thresher-2/
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Submariner, you could just say ―Happy 

Birthday Brothers‖ on April 11 and that would 

be accurate. After all, we were ―Brothers of the 

Phin‖ by the shared connection of having 

completed submarine qualifications. My actual 

[…] Read more 

***** 

 2020 Virtual 120th Annual Submarine 

Birthday Ball – 1900 Hours by Mister Mac - 

You are invited to the 2020 Submarine Ball 

https://www.facebook.com/2020-Virtual-

120th-Submarine-Birthday-Ball-

107783274227633/ We are separated by 

distance and forbidden to gather because of 

the Covid 19 But we are Submariners. We 

adapt, we overcome, and nothing gets 

between us and a party I invite you to join us 

here at theleansubmariner or on our Facebook 

page tonight at […] Read more 

***** 

 Built Like a Mack Truck by Mister Mac - 

Originally posted on theleansubmariner:  

How many times have you ever heard the 

expression Built Like a Mack Truck? For most 

people in the US, that is one of those old 

expressions that symbolizes strength and 

endurance. The trucks that were designed and 

built by Americans were once the pride of 

many trucking fleets and rightly… Read more 

of this post 

***** 

 The submarines now in operation are sea-

worthy and the living quarters are 

commodious – April 1920 by Mister Mac - 

One hundred years ago, most discussions 

around submarines focused on two things. 

First, for most of the world, the all too recent 

painful memory of the death and destruction 

caused by the German U-boats. The strangling 

effect on the English economy was still being 

felt long after the last ship was sunk. 

Submarines were viewed […] Read more 

***** 

 Thank you for your service… A new Way to 

Show your Thanks by Mister Mac - We have 

many people in our country that are hurting. 

Veterans are very high on that list. The wars in 

Iraq and Afghanistan have resulted in many 

younger veterans joining the ranks of the older 

vets that served with honor but now need 

some extra help. Those younger families are 

often the first ones […] Read more 

***** 

 End of Watch USS Pittsburgh SSN 720 

April 15, 2020 by Mister Mac - This will be the 

final chapter in the USS Pittsburgh story. On 

April 15, 2020, Commander Jason Deichler 

posted his farewell note on Facebook. He is 

leaving the boat for his new assignment and 

this was his last official act as the skipper. 

USS Pittsburgh (SSN 720) was a Los Angeles-

class attack submarine. The Los […] Read 

more 

***** 

 April 19, 1945 – Happy Birthday Sailor by 

Mister Mac - Today‘s story is a personal one. 

On April 27, 1993, my Dad went on eternal 

patrol as a result of a long struggle with heart 

disease and its many complications. Dad was 

66 years old, having just turned that age on 

April 19. Both days have been significant in my 

life ever since. His […] Read more 

***** 

 April 24th, 1972: The Oath by Mister Mac - 

Originally posted on theleansubmariner:  

April 24th, 1972 is a day that I first raised my 

hand. Like most kids, I was cocky, self 

centered, in too much of a hurry to be grown 

up and not as disciplined as I should have 

been. But everything began to change on that 

day. Up until that point […] Read more of this 

post 

***** 

 The Battle of Bull Run and the First 

Official Submariner by Mister Mac - The 

Battle of Bull Run and the First Official 

Submariner Since April is Submarine Month, I 

thought I would add to the history of our great 

institution. Warning: This is a long article… I 

struggled to cut it down to size and even 

thought about doing a two part story. But the 

more I found […] Read more of this post 

***** 

 

http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/10/happy-birthday-submarine-family-120-years-of-excellence/
https://www.facebook.com/2020-Virtual-120th-Submarine-Birthday-Ball-107783274227633/
https://www.facebook.com/2020-Virtual-120th-Submarine-Birthday-Ball-107783274227633/
https://www.facebook.com/2020-Virtual-120th-Submarine-Birthday-Ball-107783274227633/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/11/2020-virtual-120th-annual-submarine-birthday-ball-1900-hours/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2012/06/13/built-like-a-mack-truck/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/11/built-like-a-mack-truck-2/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/11/built-like-a-mack-truck-2/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/13/the-submarines-now-in-operation-are-sea-worthy-and-the-living-quarters-are-commodious-april-1920/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/15/thank-you-for-your-service-a-new-way-to-show-your-thanks/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/16/end-of-watch-uss-pittsburgh-ssn-720-april-15-2020/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/16/end-of-watch-uss-pittsburgh-ssn-720-april-15-2020/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/19/april-19-1945-happy-birthday-sailor/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2012/04/23/april-24th-1972-the-oath/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/24/april-24th-1972-the-oath-2/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/24/april-24th-1972-the-oath-2/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/23/the-battle-of-bull-run-and-the-first-official-submariner/
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 April 20, 2020 #FreePennsylvania by Mister 

Mac - Today (April 20th, 2020) is Freedom day 

in Pennsylvania. Seems funny after all these 

years that we would have to talk about 

freedom, but a number of people are starting 

to think that our government is being a bit 

overbearing. Its obvious that a national crisis 

has brought about many changes but it is 

beginning […] Read more of this post 

***** 

 Question for Smoke Boat Sailors from the 

Vietnam Era by Mister Mac -  I don't often do 

this, but thought it was worth asking this 

question for a new follower of the blog. As a 

long time Submariner, I am sure that many of 

the environmental factors we were exposed to 

have long term effects. You should see my 

medical history. But I know that the use of […] 

Read more of this post 

***** 

 If only there was a way to skip April 27 by 

Mister Mac - Originally posted on 

theleansubmariner: I dread this day. April 

27th. Yet no matter how much I hate the day, it 

comes back again. I guess I should be happy 

that I am alive and in better health this year 

than many others. I just know that I will wake 

up again tomorrow and miss you […] Read 

more of this post 

—————————————————————— 

 
The following Stimson Shipmates have 

departed on Eternal Patrol. 

===== 

ETC(SS) Richard A. ‘Willie‘ Wilson G 77-81 

Departed on Eternal Patrol 13 April 2020 

(Verified by Legacy.com) 

 

STS2(SS) Stephen Michael Pierce  

B Comm 65-67 

Departed on Eternal Patrol 8 April 2020 

STSCS(SS) Retired 

(Verified by USSVI National) 

 

MT1(SS) Dennis Roy Wolk B 75-79 

Departed on Eternal Patrol 14 April 2020 

(Verified by USSVI National) 

===== 

The direct link to the Association Eternal Patrol 

page is: http://ssbn655.org/eternal-patrol/

eternal-patrol.html 

 

THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS WERE SENT 

TO ME ABOUT SHIPMATES ON ETERNAL 

PATROL. 

 

Submitted by Michael Kauffman, RM3(SS) B 67-

69 

RE: Bill Minkewicz 

     Thank you for sending the notice about Bill 

Minkewicz. Many fond memories of our service 

together. Here is my (condolence) posting for him: 

     My heartfelt condolences to Bill's family. I 

served on the Stimson with him. He was our baker 

and did a fabulous job. Food was a big part of 

morale and Bill added so much to it. Each week 

he made birthday cakes and decorated them with 

the name of each man who had a birthday that 

week. 

     Occasionally if I was on the mid watch in the 

radio shack he would bring us fresh warm bagels; 

an amazing treat. His humor and upbeat nature 

provided so much to us all. Peace and love to all. 

————————— 

Submitted by Michael Schulz, MM1(SS) G Comm 

65-69  

RE: Terry Cellmer, MM2(SS) G 67-69 

     I was Terry's "Sea Daddy" when he first 

reported aboard the Stimson. Terry was quite a 

hand full, being smarter than most and very set in 

his ways and habits. His friendships were for life. 

To know Terry and Judy and be their friend was a 

privilege. He will be missed. 

————————— 

Submitted by Esten Stephenson, ET1/ETC(SS) G 

79-82 

RE: Richard ‗Willie‘ Wilson 

This is known only to a very few.  Willie and I were 

both ―real‖ ETs. We were a product, so to speak, 

of ETA school in TI (Treasure Island) and we were 

http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/20/april-20-2020-freepennsylvania/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/21/question-for-smoke-boat-sailors-from-the-vietnam-era/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2019/04/26/if-only-there-was-a-way-to-skip-april-27/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/27/if-only-there-was-a-way-to-skip-april-27-2/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2020/04/27/if-only-there-was-a-way-to-skip-april-27-2/
http://ssbn655.org/eternal-patrol/obits/WilsonRichardA.pdf
http://ssbn655.org/eternal-patrol/obits/PierceStephenMichael.pdf
http://ssbn655.org/eternal-patrol/obits/PierceStephenMichael.pdf
http://ssbn655.org/eternal-patrol/obits/WolkDennisRoy.pdf
http://ssbn655.org/eternal-patrol/eternal-patrol.html
http://ssbn655.org/eternal-patrol/eternal-patrol.html
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both there at the same time. We went to Dam 

Neck for our C school and were in the same class. 

I was set back about a month because my dad 

passed away so we did not graduate Dam Neck 

together. I remembered Willie from school and I 

didn‘t see him again until I reported to the Stimson 

and was his LPO. He was the one who gave me 

the news that I had  made chief. I had a lot of 

respect for Willie and he taught me a lot about 

being an LPO. 

————————— 

Submitted by Ray Kreul, TM2(SS) G 65-69 Plank, 

USSVI Groton Base, Holland Club, Association 

Life Member 

RE: Richard ‗Willie‘ Wilson  

Chief Wilson was a great guy always willing to 

help.  He was always smiling and loved to joke 

around.  He was a good leader and left a good 

foot print for us young guys to follow.Shipmate lay 

down your oars your task is done your now 

home.  May God welcome you. 

————————— 

Submitted by Steven Hinkle, MS2(SS) B 84-87 

RE: Richard ‗Willie‘ Wilson  

Seems like a full life being a great human and 

shipmate that I, being his junior, didn't have the 

pleasure of serving with. As I looked up the town 

Bicknell IN, (residing in Indiana and ....I know I've 

heard of this little town feeling), I was stationed at 

NWS Crane, Crane In ( about 40 miles from 

Crane), for a time and remember the Good class 

of people in the area. Hunting Morel mushrooms 

is a huge sport in the southern Indiana area....and 

there are family secret growing lands....,they are 

that good. Sort of exaggerating somewhat but, 

good stock of people was an embedded memory 

of the little town that had a Navy base in it and the 

towns people's that lived as good Americans. His 

example of how you do Life seems to be spot-on 

and beautifully loved. Hopefully to visit in the 

hereafter, gone to soon I'm sure. RESPECT! 

————————— 

Submitted by John Mason, ET2(SS) G 79-81 

RE: Richard ‗Willie‘ Wilson  

I am SO shocked. He was a good chief. On 655 I 

was a new NavET and very 'enthusiastic about 

my new rate. I'm sure I drove him nuts at times 

but he let me 'do my things because I was good at 

my thing and generally did not require much 

supervision. He was one of my favorite chiefs and 

was very instrumental in me making first class and 

chief. I will never forget him. I'm putting together a 

tribute to him and am going to post it on his 

obituary. I will send you a copy when I have it 

finished. 

_______________________________________ 

Our First Woman POTUS... 

 

     The year is 2024 and the United States has 

just elected the first woman as President of the 

United States. 

     A few days after the election, the president-

elect calls her father in Daytona Beach and asks, 

"So, Dad, I assume you will be coming to my 

inauguration? 

     "I don't think so. It's a long drive; your mom 

isn't as young as she used to be, we'll have the 

dog with us, and my arthritis is acting up in my 

knee." 

     "Don't worry about it, Dad, I'll send Air Force 

One or another support aircraft to pick you up and 

take you home, and a limousine will pick you up at 

your door," she said. 

     "I don't know. Everybody will be so fancy. What 

would your mother wear?" 

     "Oh, Dad," she replied, "I'll make sure she has 

a wonderful gown custom-made by one of the 

best designers in New York." 

     "Honey," Dad complained, "You know we can't 

eat those rich foods you and your friends like to 

eat." 

     The President-elect responded, "Don't worry, 

Dad. The entire affair is going to be handled by 

the best caterer in D.C. And I'll ensure your meals 

are salt-free. Dad, I really want you to come." 

     So her parents reluctantly agreed, and on 

January 20, 2024 arrived to see their daughter 

sworn in as President of the United States. 

     The parents of the new President are seated in 

the front row. The President's dad sees that a 

Senator is sitting next to him and leans over and 

whispers, "You see that woman up there with her 
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hand on the Bible, becoming President of the 

United States?" 

     The Senator whispered in reply, "Yes, sir, I 

sure do." 

     Dad leans back, arms folded, and says 

proudly: "Her brother is a Navy Chief!" 

_______________________________________ 

 
WELCOME ABOARD: Found & Updated 

Shipmates 

(Shipmate has contacted us to be added or have 

info updated on our Sailing List. Please check the 

online Sailing List to for shipmates contact info.) 

********** 

FTCS/MTCS(SS) Patrick Pearcy  

B/B 81-83/88-89 

(info provided by shipmate) 

 

LCDR Dale Govan B XO 87-90 

(info provided by shipmate) 

 

ET2(SS) Andrew H. Jordan G 76-80 

(info provided by shipmate) 

 

ET2(SS) John A. Mason G 79-81 

(email provided by shipmate) 

 

EM2(SS) Paul B. Shine Crew unknown 82-87 

(info provided by shipmate) 

 

Many of our shipmates are on FaceBook but are 

not listed on our Sailing List. Please check the 

new ‗Looking For‘ Sailing List on the website to 

help locate these shipmates. When you see 

shipmates on Facebook ask them if they are on 

the Sailing List and please send them a personal 

invite to contact 655webmaster@ssbn655.org to 

be listed and become a member of the Stimson 

Association. 

————————————————————— 

BINNACLE LIST 

(if you would like to be placed on our Association 

Binnacle List please send an email to 

655webmaster@ssbn655.org)  

 

IMPORTANT: 

So that I don‘t continue printing the same 

information in the binnacle list, beginning this 

edition if I have not received an update on a 

shipmate, I will only note that fact. If you see that 

note please refer to a prior newsletter to see what 

the health issue is. 

==================================== 

Elam Mauk, EMCM(SS) B 65-69 Plank / COB 66

-68, USSVI USS Sailfish Base, Holland Club, 

Association Life Member 

Cards to: 509 Clubside Cir., Venice Fl 34293 

4.12.2020: From Elam & Angie: I am preparing for 

a Heart Valve replacement in the near future. 

Hope to make the next reunion. Sincerely,  Elam 

================== 

William ‗Sandy‘ Hastie, CAPT B CO 80 (Oct-

Dec) 

Cards to: 75 Lambeth Drive, Asheville, NC 28803 

3.19.2020 Last Update 

================== 

Jim Gray, MM1(SS) B 69-71 

Cards to: 1 Rugby Ct., Toms River NJ 08757 

7.28.19 Last Update 

================== 

Bob Faulkner, MT1(SS) B/G 80-86 OVHL2 

Cards to: 2901 N 82st Place, Scottsdale AZ 

85251 

11.7.17 Last Update 

 —————————————————————— 

GREAT LINKS TO SPEND TIME WITH  

(all links from “The Draft” will be on the 

website)  

**********  

655 Association Website  

www.ssbn655.org  

**********  

How the Navy Revamped Bootcamp  

Great Lakes, Ill.—Four nights a week, young 

people arrive by the busload at the Navy‘s Recruit 

Training Command in this town north of Chicago. 

As they file off the bus at dusk, they are greeted 

by shouted commands: 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-the-navy-

revamped-boot-camp-11585350681 

mailto:655webmaster@ssbn655.org
mailto:655webmaster@ssbn655.org
http://ssbn655.org/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-the-navy-revamped-boot-camp-11585350681
https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-the-navy-revamped-boot-camp-11585350681
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********** 

Submitted by a Charleston Base Shipmate 

     Here‘s something to watch to take away the 

boredom. I watched this being filmed while I was 

on USS Tirante SS420. Got to meet and talk to 

ALL the actors. I was in one of the shots standing 

on the Sub tender.  

https://www.youtube.com/embed/

rqOhU3Eipzw 

********** 

How to make your own toilet paper 

APRIL 3, 2020 

     In these trying times, some household 

essentials have become priceless. One of the 

items people are going crazy over is toilet paper. 

While you may be looking around your house 

trying to think of an alternative, this man is making 

it through this crisis with one simple trick.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=NAW6mok58QQ&feature=youtu.be 

********** 

Submitted by Bob ‘Pete’ Peterson, MM1(SS) B 70

-72, USSVI Member-at-Large, Association Life 

Member 

Old Glory (LIVE) By Vann MorrisPublished on 

Mar 13, 2020 

Vann delivers a powerful tribute to all Veterans by 

passionately personifying the U.S. Flag. He 

performed at North Carolina's Reagan Round Up 

GOP 2020. 

https://raulrubiera.smugmug.com/

RaulRubieraPhotography/RRP-Final-

Images/2020/Evangelo-Morris-Old-Glory/i-

zWkvH7G/A 

 

Same speech but video is more in tune with the 

military. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=oBgtRQJQ_CI&app=desktop 

********** 

It Is Well With My Soul 

Here is something to soothe your soul during this 

trying time. Amazing virtual choir compilation of It 

Is Well With My Soul that I thought you'd both 

enjoy & appreciate!  

https://www.godtube.com/watch/?

v=1M11FMNU 

********** 

IBM - Switching Industries  

Published on Apr 22, 2020 

For decades, IBM has been one of the largest 

companies in the world. They go back over 100 

years and have always been able to keep up with 

the times by switching their main focus. This video 

talks about those switches. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=gQPUnk12nTM&feature=emb_title 

********** 

Netflix just released dozens of documentaries 

you can watch for free 

BY ANGELICA LEICHT, KOMANDO.COM  

APRIL 23, 2020 

Netflix and chill has been taken to an entirely new 

level over the past few weeks. Bored people 

across the country are attempting to binge-watch 

anything they can get their hands on to pass the 

time. If you‘re one of the people who‘s run through 

all of the shows on your binge list, we come 

bearing good news. We have information on 

dozens of newly released Netflix documentaries 

you can watch for free, and you don‘t even have 

to be logged in to your Netflix account. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?

reload=9&list=PLvahqwMqN4M0GRkZY8WkLZ

Mb6Z-W7qbLA 

 

********** 

U.S. Navy Band performing from the 'Jersey 

Boys'.  

4 Navy sailors strike a pose, but when the 5th guy 

starts up, the fun begins  

https://www.evadeaza.ro/video-blog/selections

-from-jersey-boys?shared=1 

 

********** 

Subscribe to the United States Navy Band 

Subscribe to the Navy Band's YouTube channel 

today for performance videos of the Concert 

Band, Ceremonial Band, Sea Chanters, 

Commodores, Country Current, and Cruisers, as 

well as behind-the-scenes interviews.  

Subscribe to the United States Navy Band 

********** 

—————————————————————— 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/rqOhU3Eipzw
https://www.youtube.com/embed/rqOhU3Eipzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAW6mok58QQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAW6mok58QQ&feature=youtu.be
https://raulrubiera.smugmug.com/RaulRubieraPhotography/RRP-Final-Images/2020/Evangelo-Morris-Old-Glory/i-zWkvH7G/A
https://raulrubiera.smugmug.com/RaulRubieraPhotography/RRP-Final-Images/2020/Evangelo-Morris-Old-Glory/i-zWkvH7G/A
https://raulrubiera.smugmug.com/RaulRubieraPhotography/RRP-Final-Images/2020/Evangelo-Morris-Old-Glory/i-zWkvH7G/A
https://raulrubiera.smugmug.com/RaulRubieraPhotography/RRP-Final-Images/2020/Evangelo-Morris-Old-Glory/i-zWkvH7G/A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBgtRQJQ_CI&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBgtRQJQ_CI&app=desktop
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=1M11FMNU
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=1M11FMNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQPUnk12nTM&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQPUnk12nTM&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?reload=9&list=PLvahqwMqN4M0GRkZY8WkLZMb6Z-W7qbLA
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?reload=9&list=PLvahqwMqN4M0GRkZY8WkLZMb6Z-W7qbLA
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?reload=9&list=PLvahqwMqN4M0GRkZY8WkLZMb6Z-W7qbLA
https://www.evadeaza.ro/video-blog/selections-from-jersey-boys?shared=1
https://www.evadeaza.ro/video-blog/selections-from-jersey-boys?shared=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJvmlMgfZqc
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VETERANS AFFAIRS - RETIREE INFO - AARP 

https://www.va.gov/ 

And FLEET RESERVE 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>  

 

 Nothing to report 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

—————————————————————— 

SOMETHING FROM OUR SHIPMATES: 

SEA STORIES, COMMENTS, JOKES, ETC.  

===== 

Submitted by Dan Neal, MM2(SS) G 69-71, 

Association Life Member 

 

Here is a story that is hard to believe, but TRUE! 

     My name is Daniel Neal, mm2(ss) Gold 

Stimson crew  69-71. A division.  After serving 2 

1/2 years and 6 patrols on the Stimson, I was 

transferred off as the Stimson was going in for 

retrofit. I was assigned to Uss Haddo SSN604 

which was at sea at the time. During the interim (8 

months) I was assigned to the USS FULTON 

AS31. The Fulton had just installed 3 brand new 

never used on ships before, Sewage treatment 

plants (1 forward and 2 aft) to handle all of the 

waste lines on board the ship to eliminate 

pollution when in ports that did not have facilities 

to handle waste. Being an E5 I was in charge of 

#1. I met with the factory rep to explain the 

operation of the machine. There I found that all 

solids were incinerated and the liquids were 

chemically treated. The incinerated part was then 

cleaned out with a common shop vac. My 

immediate thought process was this harmful to 

your health and was assured by the factory rep at 

1600 degrees incineration the only byproduct was 

harmless dust. Therefore no protective gear would 

be required. 8 months later I was on the Haddo 

until discharge. 

     I got a good job at Plating and grinding and 

worked there for 42 years. My health had many 

twist and turns through the years, kidney stones, 

diabetic, frozen shoulders, crvo both eyes which 

requires shots every 6 weeks in both eyes, high 

cholesterol, myocardial infarction, and now the 

Cole Eye Institute Cleveland has determined that 

cholesterol is forming in the blood vessels of my 

eyes and slowing blood flow now my eyes are 

failing quickly. 

     I always had good insurance so never used 

the VA health benefits, but because of the local 

county fair, I was informed I should look into VA 

benefit if I may need it. A requirement for the VA 

is a physical every year. My first visit, I was 

informed that I have every symptom of being with 

Agent Orange which my response 

was submarines were never there. I did a study 

on agent orange to find Agent Orange is not the 

problem, but an unwanted, unneeded by- product 

when manufacturing Agent Orange. It is called 

TCDD dioxin one of the worst dioxins ever. It is 

formed by incomplete combustion in an 

incinerator of carbon, hydrocarbon and chlorides. 

     The incinerator on the Fulton broke down 

every day of usage because of bearing failure and 

I went into the incinerator to clean for repairing, 

never knowing this was harmful and the VA 

denies benefits because congress only allotted for 

Agent Orange and not the byproduct. Making 

matters worse, my 47 y/o son is having the same 

problems I had and his 7 year old son is having 

many health problems and in and out of hospitals, 

and as I was told by medical teams there is NO 

real under lying cause for all my problems that 

they can find except the buildup of cholesterol in 

my blood 

     In summary: I never even thought about the 

Fulton experience until I studied this showing that 

many problems occur that the service doesn't 

recognize. THE VA said if I had contacted TCDD 

dioxin I should have had chloroacne problems, 

which triggered another thought from 50 years 

ago. When I was discharged from New London, 

the doctor said I had the case of acne on my back 

he had ever seen. I went to my medical discharge 

archives online which they sent me the report 

where the doctor only wrote that I had abnormal 

skin, which at the time 70'S, this dioxin was not 

well studied especially in the submarine 

field    Dan Neal  mm2(ss) 

———————————————————–—— 

https://www.va.gov/
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The Computer Corner  

By: George Birmingham, ET1(SS), Gold 69-74  

 CHKDSK and System FileCheck (sfc) 

     In past articles we have looked at the merits of 

backing up our systems and defragmenting the 

hard drive for better performance and disk space 

use.  One thing that we have not considered is the 

overall health of our drives and how to make sure 

that small errors do not become bigger ones.  This 

month we will look at two windows utilities that 

can help us maintain the health of our hard drive, 

file system and system files. One is called 

CHKDSK (chkdsk) and the other is called 

System File Check (sfc).  

 

Check Disk or the chkdsk utility is used to see if 

a hard drive has any file system errors and bad 

sectors on it, and attempt to repair or isolate them 

if found. Usually it's a good idea to run chkdsk at 

least once a month, or as needed. 

 

SFC /SCANNOW is a system utility used to scan 

to see if you have any missing, corrupted, or 

modified Windows system files. If any are found, 

then SFC will attempt to repair them by replacing 

them with a clean copy from the component store 

if the component store is not corrupted as well. 

Usually you would only need to run a SFC scan if 

you suspect a system issue is being caused by an 

issue with your system files in Windows. 

     So first, let‘s look at the chkdsk utility and how 

to activate it.  The quickest and easiest way to 

invoke chkdsk is through the Windows Explorer.  

Open Windows Explorer and you should see a 

display similar to this: 

 

 
 

     On this PC, I only have a Drive C:\, so my 

check is simple. You may have one or more 

additional hard disks on your system. The 

technique applies to any disk displayed at this 

point. 

     Place your mouse over the drive letter you 

wish to check with chkdsk and right-click.  Next 

select Properties from the popup box. In the next 

box, select the ―Tools‖ tab.  You should then see 

something like the following  

 
 

     Clicking on the ―Check‖ box runs chkdsk with 

default parameters. For most of us, this will be 

sufficient to perform drive checks on some regular 

basis, like monthly or perhaps every other month, 

with casual use. If you are a heavy user, or turn 

your system on and off frequently, a more 

frequent check may be a good idea. If your disk is 

a large one, then this could take a bit of time to 

complete.  So kick back with your favorite 

beverage and be patient. 

     If you get any unusual list of fixes when the 
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check completes, you may want to run the 

command line version and customize your checks. 

But for most of us, this is sufficient. 

 

     This article covers a more intensive, command 

line use of chkdsk: 

https://www.techjunkie.com/fix-hard-drives-

chkdsk-windows-10/ 

 

     Be sure to read and fully understand what you 

are doing BEFORE using the command line 

approach.   

     But what if your system seems to crash 

frequently, or is having trouble running standard 

system  functions. This *might* be an indication 

that the system files are not in good order. Now we 

need a different utility, System File Check (sfc). 

     This link will take you to an excellent article 

from Microsoft on how to check your system files 

and repair missing components that will actually 

use Windows Update to replace missing or corrupt 

system files: 

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/

help/929833/use-the-system-file-checker-tool-

to-repair-missing-or-corrupted-system 

 

     So there you have it. A few routine preventative 

maintenance checks and you can keep your 

computer humming along.  

     As always, shipmates, comments and 

suggestions for future topics are welcomed.  I am 

in need of topics for future articles, so please send 

your ideas along to me.  Contact me at 

subvet_ssbns@bellsouth.net. And if you have a 

difficult computer or network problem you need 

help with, contact me. I‘m always glad to help out if 

I can.  

//George 

========== 

Friends and neighbors, 

     The image you see below was part of an e-mail 

that I received at 3:51pm today. It included 

an .PDF document attachment as part of the e-

mail.  

     Let me break down the RED flags for you: 

1. First paragraph says that my card had a 

problem and I could not be charged $72.99 for my 

next MONTH of Amazon Prime --> Amazon Prime 

is $119/YEAR ! 

2. "If you don't update your information in the 

next 1 days..." --> English is not the scammers 

first language... And they want to to get right on 

this... 

3. And lastly, to infect your PC they want you to 

open the attached document, a .PDF file... --> 

100% chance that bad boy is just full of malware 

ready to steal all your information... 

Senders e-mail address was: no-

replykontolgaderesmemeq7@kalominumpasp

uasabatalgak.com  <-- They just really want you 

to open that document...! That's where their 

payday is... 

 

 

     So beware and if you get one, don't even touch 

the attachment. Just delete it...!!! 

     Pass this along to anyone you know that is a 

Prime member... 

     You can also report this to Amazon as follows: 

     To report a phishing or spoofed e-mail or 

webpage:  

Open a new e-mail and attach the e-mail you 

suspect is fake. 

For suspicious webpages, simply copy & 

paste the link into the email body. 

https://www.techjunkie.com/fix-hard-drives-chkdsk-windows-10/
https://www.techjunkie.com/fix-hard-drives-chkdsk-windows-10/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/help/929833/use-the-system-file-checker-tool-to-repair-missing-or-corrupted-system
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/help/929833/use-the-system-file-checker-tool-to-repair-missing-or-corrupted-system
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/help/929833/use-the-system-file-checker-tool-to-repair-missing-or-corrupted-system
mailto:subvet_ssbns@bellsouth.net
mailto:no-replykontolgaderesmemeq7@kalominumpaspuasabatalgak.com
mailto:no-replykontolgaderesmemeq7@kalominumpaspuasabatalgak.com
mailto:no-replykontolgaderesmemeq7@kalominumpaspuasabatalgak.com
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If you can't send the e-mail as an 

attachment, you can forward it. 

Send the e-mail to stop-spoofing@amazon.com 

Note: Sending this suspicious e-mail as an 

attachment is the best way for us to track it. 

          Note: Amazon can't respond personally 

when you report a suspicious correspondence to 

stop-spoofing@amazon.com, but you may receive 

an automatic confirmation. If you have security 

concerns about your account, please contact us 

using the Contact Us button.  

     To report a phishing phone call:  

Visit www.amazon.com/gp/help/contact-us/report-

phishing.html and fill out as much information as 

you can. 

     Note:The form will not provide a phone call 

option in the subject dropdown, but the form can 

still be used to report suspicious phone calls to 

Amazon. 

 

Sincerely, George 

—————————————————————— 

HUMOR (and Boy! Do We Need it!) 

 

 Half of us are going to come out of this 

quarantine as amazing cooks. The other half 

will come out with a drinking problem. 

 I used to spin that toilet paper like I was on 

Wheel of Fortune. Now I turn it like I'm 

cracking a safe. 

 I need to practice social-distancing from the 

refrigerator. 

 Still haven't decided where to go for Easter ----

- The Living Room or The Bedroom? 

 PSA: every few days try your jeans on just to 

make sure they fit. Pajamas will have you 

believe all is well in the kingdom. 

 Home-schooling is going well. 2 students 

suspended for fighting and 1 teacher fired for 

drinking on the job. 

 I don't think anyone expected that when we 

changed the clocks we'd go from Standard 

Time to the Twilight Zone. 

 This morning I saw a neighbor talking to her 

cat. It was obvious she thought her cat 

understood her. I came into my house, told my 

dog . . . we laughed a lot. 

 So, after this quarantine . . . will the producers 

of My 600 Pound Life just find me or do I find 

them? 

 Quarantine Day 5: Went to this restaurant 

called THE KITCHEN. You have to gather all 

the ingredients and make your own meal. I 

have no clue how this place is still in business. 

 My body has absorbed so much soap and 

disinfectant lately that when I pee it cleans the 

toilet. 

 Day 5 of Homeschooling: One of these little 

monsters called in a bomb threat. 

 I'm so excited --- it's time to take out the 

garbage. What should I wear? 

 I hope the weather is good tomorrow for my 

trip to ‗‘Puerto Backyarda‘‘.   I'm getting tired of 

‗‘Los Living room‘‘. 

 Classified Ad: Single man with toilet paper 

seeks woman with hand sanitizer for good 

clean fun. 

 Day 6 of Homeschooling: My child just said "I 

hope I don't have the same teacher next 

year" . . . I'm offended. 

—————————————————————— 

CONGRESSIONAL CHAPLAIN 

     A couple was touring the Capitol in 

Washington when the guide pointed to a tall, 

benevolent gentleman as the congressional 

chaplain. 

     The lady asked, ―What does the chaplain do? 

Does he pray for the Senate or House?‖ 

     The guide answered, ―No, he gets up, looks at 

the congress, then he prays for the country.‖ 

 

—————————————————————— 

The toilet paper shortage of 1973 

     With all the insanity going on out there you 

might be low on some simple supplies. One of the 

biggest is toilet paper. This simple item, once 

thought to be abundant, has been flying off the 

shelves and seems to be worth its weight in gold. 

Well, turns out this isn‘t the first time toilet paper 

has become scarce. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

Lzqo5IvRyo&feature=emb_title 

 

—————————————————————— 

mailto:stop-spoofing@amazon.com
mailto:stop-spoofing@amazon.com
https://www.amazon.com/gp/help/contact-us/report-phishing.html
https://www.amazon.com/gp/help/contact-us/report-phishing.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Lzqo5IvRyo&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Lzqo5IvRyo&feature=emb_title
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This has been around but is still worth 

reading: 

IT'S WHAT YOU SCATTER 

     I was at the corner grocery store buying some 

early potatoes... I noticed a small boy, delicate of 

bone and feature, ragged but clean, hungrily 

apprising a basket of freshly picked green peas. 

     I paid for my potatoes but was also drawn to 

the display of fresh green peas. I am a pushover 

for creamed peas and new potatoes. 

     Pondering the peas, I couldn't help 

overhearing the conversation between Mr. Miller 

(the store owner) and the ragged boy next to me. 

     'Hello Barry, how are you today?' 

     'H'lo, Mr. Miller. Fine, thank ya. Jus' admirin' 

them peas. They sure look good' 

     'They are good, Barry. How's your Ma?'  

     'Fine Gittin' stronger alla' time.'  

     'Good Anything I can help you with?'  

     'No, Sir. Jus' admirin' them peas.'  

     'Would you like to take some home?' asked Mr. 

Miller. 

     'No, Sir. Got nuthin' to pay for 'em with.' 

     'Well, what have you to trade me for some of 

those peas?' 

     'All I got's my prize marble here.' 

     'Is that right? Let me see it', said Miller. 

     'Here 'tis. She's a dandy.' 

     'I can see that. Hmm mmm, only thing is this 

one is blue and I sort of go for red. Do you have a 

red one like this at home?' the store owner asked. 

     'Not zackley but almost.' 

     'Tell you what. Take this sack of peas home 

with you and next trip this way let me look at that 

red marble'. Mr. Miller told the boy. 

     'Sure will. Thanks Mr. Miller.' 

     Mrs. Miller, who had been standing nearby, 

came over to help me. With a smile she said, 

'There are two other boys like him in our 

community, all three are in very poor 

circumstances. Jim just loves to bargain with them 

for peas, apples, tomatoes, or whatever. When 

they come back with their red marbles, and they 

always do, he decides he doesn't like red after all 

and he sends them home with a bag of produce 

for a green marble or an orange one, when they 

come on their next trip to the store.' 

     I left the store smiling to myself, impressed 

with this man. A short time later I moved to 

Colorado, but I never forgot the story of this man, 

the boys, and their bartering for marbles. 

     Several years went by, each more rapid than 

the previous one. Just recently I had occasion to 

visit some old friends in that Idaho community and 

while I was there learned that Mr. Miller had died. 

They were having his visitation that evening and 

knowing my friends wanted to go, I agreed to 

accompany them. Upon arrival at the mortuary we 

fell into line to meet the relatives of the deceased 

and to offer whatever words of comfort we could. 

     Ahead of us in line were three young men. 

One was in an army uniform and the other two 

wore nice haircuts, dark suits and white shirts...all 

very professional looking. They approached Mrs. 

Miller, standing composed and smiling by her 

husband's casket. 

     Each of the young men hugged her, kissed her 

on the cheek, spoke briefly with her and moved 

on to the casket. Her misty light blue eyes 

followed them as, one by one; each young man 

stopped briefly and placed his own warm hand 

over the cold pale hand in the casket. Each left 

the mortuary awkwardly, wiping his eyes. 

     Our turn came to meet Mrs. Miller. I told her 

who I was and reminded her of the story from 

those many years ago and what she had told me 

about her husband's bartering for marbles. With 

her eyes glistening, she took my hand and led me 

to the casket. 

     'Those three young men who just left were the 

boys I told you about. 

     They just told me how they appreciated the 

things Jim 'traded' them. Now, at last, when Jim 

could not change his mind about color or 

size....they came to pay their debt.' ; 

     'We've never had a great deal of the wealth of 

this world,' she confided, 'but right now, Jim would 

consider himself the richest man in Idaho ...' 

     With loving gentleness she lifted the lifeless 

fingers of her deceased husband. Resting 

underneath were three exquisitely shined red 

marbles. 

The Moral: 

     We will not be remembered by our words, but 
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by our kind deeds. Life is not measured by the 

breaths we take, but by the moments that take our 

breath. 

     Today I wish you a day of ordinary miracles ~ 

A fresh pot of coffee you didn't make yourself... 

     An unexpected phone call from an old friend.... 

Green stoplights on your way to work.... 

     The fastest line at the grocery store.... 

     A good sing-along song on the radio.. 

     Your keys found right where you left them. 

; 

Share this with the people you‘ll never forget... 

_______________________________________ 

Submitted by Bob Peterson, MM1(SS) B 70-72, 

SV MAL 

 

Stella Awards  - There is nothing that strikes 

more fear in a heart than looking at a ―jury of 

your peers‖.  

     It's time again for the "Annual Stella Awards"! 

For those unfamiliar with these awards, they are 

named after 81-year-old Stella Liebeck who 

spilled hot coffee on herself and successfully sued 

the McDonald's in New Mexico, where she 

purchased coffee. You remember, she took the lid 

off the coffee and put it between her knees while 

she was driving. Who would ever think one could 

get burned doing that, right? That's right; these 

are awards for the most outlandish lawsuits and 

verdicts in the U.S. You know, the kinds of cases 

that make you scratch your head. So keep your 

head scratcher handy. Here are the Stella's for 

this year:  

SEVENTH PLACE  

     Kathleen Robertson of Austin, Texas was 

awarded $80,000 by a jury of her peers after 

breaking her ankle tripping over a toddler who 

was running inside a furniture store. The store 

owners were understandably surprised by the 

verdict, considering the running toddler was her 

own son. Start scratching!  

SIXTH PLACE 

     Carl Truman, 19, of Los Angeles, California 

won $74,000 plus medical expenses when his 

neighbor ran over his hand with a Honda Accord. 

Truman apparently didn't notice there was 

someone at the wheel of the car when he was 

trying to steal his neighbor's hubcaps. Scratch 

some more...  

FIFTH PLACE *  

     Terrence Dickson, of Bristol, Pennsylvania, 

was leaving a house he had just burglarized by 

way of the garage. Unfortunately for Dickson, the 

automatic garage door opener malfunctioned and 

he could not get the garage door to open. Worse, 

he couldn't re-enter the house because the door 

connecting the garage to the house locked when 

Dickson pulled it shut. Forced to sit for eight, 

count 'em, EIGHT days and survive on a case of 

Pepsi and a large bag of dry dog food, he sued 

the homeowner's insurance company claiming 

undue mental Anguish. Amazingly, the jury said 

the insurance company must pay Dickson 

$500,000 for his anguish. We should all have this 

kind of anguish. Keep scratching. There are 

more... Double hand scratching after this one..  

FOURTH PLACE *  

     Jerry Williams, of Little Rock, Arkansas, 

garnered 4th Place in the Stella's when he was 

awarded $14,500 plus medical expenses after 

being bitten on the butt by his next door 

neighbor's beagle - even though the beagle was 

on a chain in its owner's fenced yard. Williams did 

not get as much as he asked for because the jury 

believed the beagle might have been provoked at 

the time of the butt bite because Williams had 

climbed over the fence into the yard and 

repeatedly shot the dog with a pellet gun. Pick a 

new spot to scratch, you're getting a bald spot.  

THIRD PLACE *  

     Amber Carson of Lancaster, Pennsylvania 

because a jury ordered a Philadelphia restaurant 

to pay her $113,500 after she slipped on a spilled 

soft drink and broke her tailbone The reason the 

soft drink was on the floor: Ms. Carson had thrown 

it at her boyfriend 30 seconds earlier during an 

argument.  

    Only two more so ease up on the scratching..  

SECOND PLACE*  

     Kara Walton, of Claymont, Delaware sued the 

owner of a night club in a nearby city because she 

fell from the bathroom window to the floor, 

knocking out her two front teeth. Even though she 

was  trying to sneak through the ladies room 
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window to avoid paying the $3.50 cover charge, 

the jury said the night club had to pay her 

$12,000....oh, yeah, plus dental expenses. Go 

figure  

Ok. Here we go!!  

FIRST PLACE *  

     This year's runaway First Place Stella Award 

winner was: Mrs. Merv Grazinski, of Oklahoma 

City, Oklahoma, who purchased a new 32-foot 

Winnebago motor home. On her first trip home, 

from an OU football game, having driven on to the 

freeway, she set the cruise control at 70 mph and 

calmly left the driver's seat to go to the back of the 

Winnebago to make herself a sandwich. Not 

surprisingly, the motor home left the freeway, 

crashed and overturned. Also not surprisingly, 

Mrs. Grazinski sued Winnebago for not putting in 

the owner's manual that she couldn't actually 

leave the driver's seat while the cruise control was 

set The Oklahoma jury awarded her, are you 

sitting down?   

     $1,750,000…. PLUS a new motor home. 

Winnebago actually changed their manuals as a 

result of this suit, just in case Mrs. Grazinski has 

any relatives who might also buy a motor home. 

     If you think the USA court system is out of 

control, be sure to pass this one on. 

_______________________________________ 

Submitted by Bob Peterson, MM1(SS) B 70-72, 

SV MAL 

 

My Self-Isolation Quarantine Diary  

Day 1 – I Can Do This!  Got enough food and 

wine to last a month! 

Day 2 – Opening my 8th bottle of Wine.  I fear 

wine supplies might not last! 

Day 3 – Strawberries:  Some have 210 seeds, 

some have 235 seeds.  Who Knew?? 

Day 4 – 8:00 pm.  I removed my Day Pajamas 

and put on my Night Pajamas. 

Day 5 – Today, I tried to make Hand Sanitizer.  It 

came out as Jello Shots!! 

Day 6 – I get to take the garbage out.  I‘m so 

excited, I can‘t decide what to wear. 

Day 7 – Laughing way too much at my own jokes!! 

Day 8 – Went to a new eatery called ―The 

Kitchen‖.  You have to gather all the ingredients 

and make your own meal.  I have no clue how this 

place is still in business. 

Day 9 – I put liquor bottles in every 

room.  Tonight, I‘m getting all dressed -up and 

going bar-hopping. 

Day 10 – Struck up a conversation with a  spider 

today.  Seems nice.  He‘s a Web Designer 

Day 11 – Isolation is hard.  I swear my fridge just 

said, ―What the hell do you want now?” 

Day 12 – I realized why dogs get so excited about 

something moving outside, going for walks or car 

rides.  I think I just barked at a squirrel. 

Day 13 – If you keep a glass of wine in each 

hand, you can‘t accidentally touch your face. 

Day 14 – Watched the birds fight over a 

worm.  The Cardinals lead the Blue Jays 3–1. 

Day 15 – Anybody else feel like they‘ve cooked 

dinner about 395 times this month? 

 

 

 

 

 



16 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Print a copy, complete and mail with your check to the address below: 

Event Registration 655 Reunion #11   
7 – 11 October 2020 

Holiday Inn Cincinnati Airport 

1717 Airport Exchange Blvd. 

Erlanger, KY 41018 

888.294.5067  

www.holidayinn.com/cvg-airport 
Call the hotel number above or reserve on their website. 

Reserve Group Rates using either:  

Henry L. Stimson 655 Reunion OR Block Code R65 

Hotel Reservation Deadline SEPT 16, 2020 

Hotel Reservation is the responsibility of the individual. 

Reunion Registration Deadline SEPT 16, 2020 

http://ssbn655.org/reunions/2020_Reunion11 
 

Please complete (print legibly), print the form and return along with a check payable to: Henry L. Stimson Reunion 
Mail to: Dick Young, 7209 Austin Woods Ln., Cincinnati OH 45247     Email: stimson655reunion2020@aol.com 
  

Shipmate Name: _________________________________________ Guest Name: _________________________ 

Relationship:  ___ Spouse   ___ Significant Other   ___ Family ___ Friend 

Street Address: _________________________ City: ________________________ State: ______ Zip: __________ 

Phone: Home: _______________________ Cell: _______________________ Work: ________________________ 

E-mail: Home: ___________________________________ Work: ______________________________________ 

Number who will be attending this event in your group: _________ 

# Patrols on STIMSON: __________  Total # Patrols on all boats: __________ 

Dates Onboard  Rate  Crew  Dates Onboard  Rate  Crew 

_______________ __________ __________ _______________ __________ __________ 

Special Needs: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

(Event attendance will be through advance payment only.) 

 

I am registering for the following per person (Association Member and all guests):     

     Registration Fee: (required for all)    $45.00 ea  Number: _____  =  __________ 

     Saturday Banquet: (if attending)    $35.00 ea  Number: _____  =  __________ 

     Wright Patterson AFB Tour (if attending) $30.00 ea  Number: _____  =  __________ 

     Ohio River Cruise/Meal (if attending) $75.00 ea  Number: _____  =  __________  

       Total Enclosed   _____________ 

 

Two are two scheduled events. Please indicate your interest. Include fees with your check for the reunion.  
 
1. Thursday: Wright Patterson AFB Museum Tour in Dayton OH. This is a 70 mile trip (just over an hour) and 

we will go by coach bus/s. Cost for the tour/transportation is $30.00 per person.  
(Include the fee in your check for registration.) 

  

2. Friday: Ohio River Cruise and Meal. The cruise departure is less than a 30 minutes from the hotel and we 

will go by coach bus/s. Cost for the Cruise/Meal and transportation is $75.00 per person. 
(Include the fee in your check for registration.) 

 

The Association has established a refund policy for reunion registrations and it is located within our 
Bylaws in Article V.g. You can view this policy at: 
http://ssbn655.org/association/bylaws/1610%20655BylawRev.pdf or on the back of this form. 
 

REUNION USE ONLY 

 

Check # _____________ 

 

Date Rcvd ___________ 

 

Registration # ________ 

 

Hotel Resv: __________ 

http://www.holidayinn.com/cvg-airport
http://ssbn655.org/reunions/2020_Reunion11
mailto:stimson655reunion2020@aol.com
http://ssbn655.org/association/bylaws/1610%20655BylawRev.pdf
Nick
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Print a copy, complete and mail with your check to the address below: 

g. Cancellation of reunion registration and the refund of monies paid will be based on the timing of the 
cancellation. Registration cancelled prior to the reunion registration cutoff date will result in refund of 
monies paid minus the registration/office fee. For cancellation after the registration cutoff date, there 
will be no refund of monies paid.  
 

 

Cincinnati is located in Southwest Ohio and just across the Ohio River is Northern Kentucky where 
the reunion will be held. It‘s only 10 miles from Indiana. There are 3 Interstates that lead to Cincinnati: 
I-74, I-75 and I-71. We are located a day‘s drive (8-10 hours) from most of the East Coast. There will 
be plenty of free parking at the hotel for cars and RV's.  

 

If you are flying there are 7 major airlines that service Cincinnati (CVG) and several are discount 

airlines. They include Air Canada, Allegiant, American, Delta, Frontier, Southwest and United. A free 

shuttle service from the airport (1.5 miles) is provided by the hotel. 

 
Along with the planned activities here are a few activities that you can do on your own if you arrive 
early or stay late or don’t plan on going to the Wright Patterson AFB Museum on Thursday. 
 
The baseball season will be over but the Reds have one of the best Museums in the Professional 
Baseball and it‘s located next to the Great American Ball Park. The Museum is free to veterans. 

https://www.mlb.com/reds/hall-of-fame 
 
Our Zoo and Botanical Gardens are second to none with a White Tiger display and Baby Fiona, a 
hippo raised from birth at the zoo.  

http://cincinnatizoo.org/  
 
Tthe Creation Museum is about 7 miles from the hotel. It‘s a state of the art Adventure through biblical 
history with stunning exhibits, botanical gardens, planetarium, zoo, zip lining …and dinosaurs. In the 
Bible??? For real??? You gotta see it to believe it. 

https://creationmuseum.org/  

 
The Ark Encounter is 20 miles south and has a real wooden Ark based on the size described in the 
bible; it is huge. 

https://arkencounter.com/  

 
Kentucky Horse Park is about 45 miles away near Lexington Kentucky.  

https://kyhorsepark.com/  
 
The Cincinnati Museum Center is near the downtown area and housed in the old Art-Deco Union 
Terminal Train Station. It has a natural history museum and the Cincinnati History Museum. You can 
also tour the old railroad control station housed on the top floor. It also features an IMAX theater. 

https://www.cincymuseum.org/  

 

The Hofbrauhaus in Newport, KY features the best German food outside of Munich.  
https://www.hofbrauhausnewport.com/  

 

You may want to check out the restaurant on the top of the Radisson Hotel located in Covington, Ky 

(5 miles from the hotel) on the Ohio River. It sits on the 18th floor of the hotel and revolves once 

every 45 minutes, giving a great view of the downtown area, and the food is delicious. 
https://www.restaurantcovingtonky.com/  

https://www.mlb.com/reds/hall-of-fame
http://cincinnatizoo.org/
https://creationmuseum.org/
https://arkencounter.com/
https://kyhorsepark.com/
https://www.cincymuseum.org/
https://www.hofbrauhausnewport.com/
https://www.restaurantcovingtonky.com/
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